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Continuing Education Credits
In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and implemented 
by Arkansas Oral Health Coalition and Moses/Weitzman Health System, Inc. and its 
Weitzman Institute and is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team.

This series is intended for Dentists, Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, Pharmacists, 
Physicians, Physician Assistants, Registered Dietitians, and Social Workers.

Please complete the survey and claim your post-session certificate on the Weitzman 
Education Platform after today’s session. Please note: Pharmacists must claim credits 
within two week’s following today’s session or we will not be able to award ACPE 
credits.



Disclosures
• With respect to the following presentation, there has been no relevant (direct or indirect) 

financial relationship between speakers (or other activity planners) and any ineligible company in 
the past 24 months which would be considered a relevant financial relationship.

• The views expressed in this presentation are those of the speakers and may not reflect official 
policy of Moses/Weitzman Health System.

• We are obligated to disclose any products which are off-label, unlabeled, experimental, and/or 
under investigation (not FDA approved) and any limitations on the information that are 
presented, such as data that are preliminary or that represent ongoing research, interim 
analyses, and/or unsupported opinion. 



Objectives

• Summarize oral health indicators in Arkansas
• Identify key factors and populations that tell the “data story”
• Contextualize Arkansas’s oral health standing in national rankings
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Sources of Oral Health Data
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Children
• Youth Risk Factor Surveillance System (YRBSS)
• Basic Screening Survey (Head Start, 3rd Grade)
• Medicaid*
• Insurance claims data
• Cancer Registries
• National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES)

Adults
• Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)
• Basic Screening Survey (older adults)
• Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)
• National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES)
• Medicaid & Medicare*
• Insurance claims data
• Cancer Registries



Categories of Oral Health Data
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“Open Mouth” Data
• Basic Screening Surveys (BSS)

Self-Reported Survey Data
• BRFSS
• YRBSS
• PRAMS

Insurance Claims Data
• All Payers Claims Database (APCD)
• Medicaid 
• Medicare Part D (antibiotic prescribing)



Blind Spots in Oral Health Data
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• Individuals who self-pay/services 
provided for free

• Populations not generally captured in 
BSS or surveys (unhoused, individuals 
with limited technology access, 
individuals in congregate care, 
individuals with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities)



Arkansas Child 
Oral Health 
Indicators
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Source: Medicaid/CHIP Core Set Data Dashboard1

Arkansas: 
50.2%
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Source: Medicaid/CHIP Core Set Data Dashboard1

Arkansas: 
25.9%
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Source: Medicaid/CHIP Core Set Data Dashboard1

Arkans as : 
28.4%

Arkansas: 
41.2%

Pop Quiz: what work isn’t captured in these 
numbers?



12 Access to Fluoridated Water
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14 YRBSS

Source: Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck 20242
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YRBSS

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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Basic Screening Survey

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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• 35,771 third grade students enrolled in Arkansas public schools in 
2022-23 school year3

• 17.7 percent = 6,331 children with untreated decay

Numbers in Context

Population equivalent of Osceola, 
Greenbrier, or Cave Springs4 or 88 school 
buses (3 per seat) or 132 school buses (2 
per seat)
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Arkansas Adult Oral 
Health Indicators

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://researchoutreach.org/articles/trans-actional-autopoiesis-relational-view-human-language/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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BRFSS

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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BRFSS

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2



21 BRFSS

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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BRFSS

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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PRAMS-Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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PRAMS-Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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PRAMS-Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System

Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2
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Numbers in Context
• 34,259 lives births in Arkansas in 20206

• 28,709 women did not visit the dentist during their most 
recent pregnancy (2020)

Population equivalent of Jacksonville 
or Texarkana4 or about
1.6 Simmons Bank Arenas



Dental Insurance Landscape
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• ~54% of Arkansans had some evidence of dental coverage in APCD for 
20197

• 407,206 adults enrolled in Medicaid (May 2025)8

• $500 yearly benefit*, prior authorizations for certain procedures

• 409,592 children enrolled in Medicaid (May 2025)8

• No specific dollar cap; procedures limited based on program reimbursable codes, prior 
authorizations required for some procedures/treatments
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Source: ADA Health Policy Institute9



Oral Health Care Provider Landscape
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Source: ADA Health Policy Institute9



Oral Health Care Provider Landscape
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Source: 2024 Arkansas Oral Health Data Deck2

ASBDE=Arkansas State Board of Dental Examiners



31

• Oral health literacy
• Tobacco use
• Cariogenic food environment
• Medicaid*
• Access to care

• Employer policies (i.e., sick leave)
• Cost
• Provider and Service Suitability
• Proximity/convenience to home or work

Factors contributing to Arkansas’s oral health indicators:

*provider participation, enrollee/program dynamics 



National Oral Health Rankings: 
State Comparisons



Does Arkansas really rank last?
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“Open Mouth” Data

Self-Reported Survey Data

Insurance Claims Data
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Source: WalletHub: https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-best-worst-dental-health/3149810    
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Illinois vs. Arkansas (Wallethub Rankings)
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Indicator Illinois Arkansas

Water Fluoridation Coverage (2024) 98.21% 86.81%

Percentage of population enrolled in 
Medicaid or CHIP (2023*) 30.8% 30.9%

2024 Medicaid Adult Dental 
Coverage Checker Score (CareQuest 
Institute for Oral Health)

18 points 13 points

Adolescents Visiting the Dentist
(14-18) 2023 74.4% 69.2%

Percent of adults experiencing pain 
or problems sleeping “very often” 
due to oral health11

3% (pain); 3% (problems sleeping) 9% (pain); 9% (problems sleeping)

Overall condition of mouth or teeth 
(adults) considered “fair” or “poor”11 14% (fair); 8% (poor) 23% (fair); 15% (poor)

SURVEY

CLAIMS/
INSURANCE

STATE ORAL HEALTH 
PROGRAM REPORTING
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Insurance Claims Data
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Insurance Claims Data
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Insurance Claims Data
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Insurance Claims Data
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Insurance Claims Data
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Insurance Claims Data
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Thank you!

Kerry Krell, MPH, MCHES
kerry.krell@arkansas.gov

Public Health Section Chief
ADH Office of Oral Health
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